
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

Let me begin by saying I love Dishnetwork and the service it provides and w
ill continue to subscribe no matter what the ruling reveals.

The following is the generic support letter provided by echstar however ple
ase review my suspicions that appear at the end of the letter.
thank you

(I am writing to you today as a current satellite TV subscriber who would l
ike to add my voice of support to the pending merger of EchoStar and DIRECT
V.  The combination of these two satellite providers will provide numerous
benefits to consumers like me, including more choices in channels, programm
ing, broadband and new television technologies.

By merging, the combined company will be a much stronger competitor to cabl
e television and can offer more programming choices and, most importantly,
all local TV channels in every market in the U.S.   By providing local TV c
hannels everywhere, this merger will make satellite television a strong alt
ernative to cable in our community.  Throughout the country, people will no
w be able to turn to satellite TV to access their local news, weather and c
ommunity information, in addition to a comprehensive package of national vi
deo programming. But just as exciting, the merger will bring the availabili
ty of affordable high-speed Internet service by satellite to over 40 millio
n Americans who don't have high-speed Internet access.  These tremendous be
nefits to consumers won't happen without the merger. Satellite-delivered In
ternet service will bring an affordable and competitive alternative to cabl
e modems and DSL to consumers in big cities, small towns and rural areas al
ike.  This will give me a competitive choice for Internet access and will b
e especially advantageous to rural communities where cable modems and DSL a
re not likely to be available anytime in the near future.

In the interest of improving our access to competitive television and Inter
net service, I urge you to lend your support to this merger.)
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As is to often seen in todays society ush the hype and ignore the finepoint
s I am concerned about the following items.
1. after the sale takes place what will stop them from raising prices to th
at just below cable.
I am sure the explanation will be good
but by then the damage is done.
This may not happen in the first year or even the second but I believe it w
ill happen within ten years when no one is bothering to look.
(who will oversee this problem?)

2. as I see currently in rural america
with walmart, the move to give lower prices wipe out local compatition cabl



e companys or as in my example  abovec wipe out local hardware/grocery/gene
ral merchandise stores then quickly raise rates and hang the consumer in th
e long run.
This does not happen in the large cities but wipes out small communities in
 rural america whose voice is rarly heard.
after all of this has taken place and ecostar decides not to continue servi
ce or closes its doors for any reason whatsoever who will support the rural
 american people.

3. I don't see Cable companys offering lower prices/free multiple set top b
oxes or many of the specials that are seen because there exists more than o
ne Digital Satellite Service. and I am sure that these specials will dry up
 after the sale is complete.

4. In todays society the fast buck and the best lier wins with no regard to
 the future. please be aware

5. Although I see A lot on Digital Satellite Television I do not see much o
n Internet/DSL price guareentees
where current prices range from $10.00 (phone)- $60.00 (cable) a month loca
l but after the sale and wipeout of local systems the top end could be unaf
fordable to the rural local populace.

6. I see echostar spending untold millions on new sattelites and being prou
d to do so however it is the public that must eventually pay for these thro
ugh slow migration of price levels.

I would be happy to answer any question that you may have regarding these i
ssues. Phone (989) 733

Sincerely,

Brad Porter
20072 State St.
Onaway, MI  49765


